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Dearly beloved friends,

He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no 
more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away (Rev. 2:4). This is what 
heaven is going to be like. Jesus Himself will stand at 
the pearly gate and welcome us and he will wipe away 
every tear. 

A tragic bus accident 

Three mini buses with about 40 students in each bus 
were on their way from Arusha to another school for a 
school event. The trip went through a mountainous re-
gion with steep slopes. It had been raining and the bus 
was apparently driving too fast. The driver lost control 
and the bus fell down the slope. 33 students in 7th class 
were killed besides two teachers and the driver. Only 
three survived. 

One of my students was among the dead: A girl by the 
name of Witness, whom I had supported since kin-
dergarten. We were very close with Witness and her 
parents since both parents worked for Per and Mirjam. 
They are in shock because of the loss of their daughter 
and are fighting sadness. We went to the funeral. It was 
an extremely sad day. The sight of 36 coffins made a 
great impression on all. The memorial was held at a sta-
dium here in Arusha. However, it could not contain the 
many people and several hundred stood on the streets 
outside.

After the memorial at the stadium, the coffins were 
taken to the various churches for a smaller memorial. In 
Witness’ church were three coffins. It was hard to say 
goodbye to a such a lovely and talented girl. It was a 
very sad day for the parents. We were all very affected 
by the situation.

Among the students in the bus were two twins who both 
died. The mother of the twins had just a few months 
before lost her husband in a traffic accident. And here 

2

You can support our work by giving your gift 
through online banking:

IBAN Account: DK 7097 1207 4179 3075
Swift/Bic code: JYSPDK2G

Den Jyske Sparekasse,
Borgergade 3,
7200 Grindsted
Account holder: 
Betania Kirkecenters Ydremission

Information: Tabitha and Torkild Jensen

Tabitha & Torkild Jensen
PO.Box 2398
Arusha
Tanzania
Tlf.: +255 756 445218
 +255 786 345434
E-mail: tabithajensen50@gmail.com
www.mission-tanzania.dk

 

Adresseændring meddeles til:
Inge-Lise Jensen
Engvang 5
7330 Brande
Mob.: 21 32 99 38
E-mail: iljkaj@hotmail.com

Tryk: Brande Bladet
Redaktion: Susanne Lundgaard
Grafik: Dennis Højgård
Hjemmeside: Laila Svendsen
 



came the message about her children. When she recei-
ved it, she collapsed. She died from shock before rea-
ching the hospital.

A couple of days after the funeral, I (Tabitha) went to 
see Witness’ parents as they were so saddened becau-
se of the loss of their daughter and very much needed 
to talk. Before I left the house I pleaded for the Lord to 
give me wisdom to say and do the right things in order 
to bring some comfort. The first thought that came to 
my mind was to bring some cake and coffee. People 
tend to relax over a cup of coffee.

The words at the beginning in this newsletter came 
to my mind again and again. I comforted the parents 
with the words and told them that we could rejoice that 
Witness is now with Jesus and we can look forward 
to seeing her again in heaven. Jesus says, “Behold, I 
do all things new!” and He did just that for the children 
that went to heaven ahead of us. In heaven there are 
no crying, pains or tears running down their cheeks. 
Jesus took away all their pain and they began a whole 
new life in Heaven with Him where their peace and joy 
will be everlasting. Let us comfort each other with this 
and look forward to a reunion with our loved ones, who 
have gone to be with the Lord. The visit turned out to be 
an unforgettable one where all sensed the presence of 
God in the room.

Witness and her many friends after their confirmation. 
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Church consecration 

Torkild and Friedhelm have been away on a nine days 
trip around the country to consecrate six new churches.  
According to the plan they were to consecrate seven 
churches, but after some cloudbursts the road to one 
of the churches were blocked by big rockfalls. The vil-
lage is in a mountainous region and it was closed due to 
danger of new landslides.

Church consecrations are always a great experience. 
All church members participate actively. Oftentimes 
food is served to several hundred people. And the food 
is usually prepared on an open fire. Typically, the water 
is fetched from a lake or a river several miles away and 
is transported on a wagon pulled by cows. One feels 
set back many hundred years in time. A Masai woman 
in the church had a child on her back and another child 
in the front. She was rejoicing at the new church and 
so excited about what was going on that she stood up 
straight during the whole consecration. 
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Church consecrations are joyful celebrations and a 
great blessing to the Christians. We always sense such 
gratitude and each Christian praises the fine building 
that they have received. Everywhere, the new church 
building stands as a testimony of God’s faithfulness to 
His people.

We are so grateful for our German brother, Friendhelm, 
who finances the completion of all the churches. What a 
wonder that God has put us with this man. May he and 
his wife be blessed for the tremendous job they do! In 
Tanzania mosques are built like never before. It is very 
important to build churches so that Christians have a 
place for worship.
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From 1 April till mid May we have received 593 mm rain 
in the Arusha area. It is almost twice the amount we get 
during a normal rainy season. We thank Jesus for all 
the water that has filled up in the lakes and rivers – even 
the groundwater has increased. But our dear Maasais 
did not receive as much rain as here. Their bean harve-
st was lost and their other crops do not seem to be big. 
However, we hope they will get a small harvest at the 
end of July. Until then, we continue to take out humani-
tarian relief to the them. In our last newsletter, we show-
ed some pictures of the lake which was totally try. It is 
full again so now there is plenty of water for humans, 
domestic animals and wild animals. 

Container

Finally finally, our container was released. It had been 
sitting at the dock area since mid February till begin-
ning of May. It was an expensive situation for us since 
we had to pay dock fees for each day on the dock (ex-
cept for the first week). We had all documents ready in 
time so we have no explanation why it was not released 
sooner than this.

But the day it arrived in Arusha we almost danced for 
joy. We had a big crane sent to the school to lift the con-
tainer off of the truck. The crane driver thought he could 
easily lift it off the truck and onto the school campus so 
that we could take our time emptying it. Unfortunately 
this was not possible. It had been raining so much and 
the ground was very soft so when he lifted the container 
the crane began sinking into the ground. Instead, the 
crane driver had to put the container on the road and 
we had to empty it on the same day. And even that day 
was a rainy day. There were few dry days during that 
time. Everyone was extremely wet when we finished. 
When the container was empty the crane driver sat the 
empty container on the school campus. 

We want to thank the Danish agency, DMRU so much 
for paying for the container shipment. It is such a great 
help in the developing work among women and chil-
dren. Without their financial support of the shipment, it 
would be impossible to get all the collected equipment 
to us. Our partners in Tanzania are very grateful for 
everything, not to mention the sowing machines and 
computers. 

The school

Our hearts overflow with joy and gratitude because 
our school building is about finished. At the moment, 
windows are being installed and plastering is being 
done inside and outside. We are so happy to finish this 
construction and to have a nice and well dimensioned 
school building.

This year will be a special year for the school since it is 
the first time since the start that we graduate 7th class. 
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When the students graduate they will be well equipped 
for further education. It is hard to understand that the 
children who began in kindergarten have already rea-
ched 7th class and are close to being grown up. Time 
flies incredibly fast.

Rainy season is break season

We are taking a break with our children’s crusades 
since it is the rainy season in most of the country. The 
dirt roads are often impossible to use when it rains and 
it is too risky to go.

Per and Mirjam

Torkild and I want to ask you to pray that Per’s work 
permit may soon be approved. We really need Per and 
Mirjam back here. Mirjam helps us a lot with the office 
work and Per is a great help with practical things – he 
gives a lot of great advice when we are building and he 
helps maintain different machines. Mirjam does a great 
job among the Maasais and is responsible for the hu-
man aid. Therefore it was very hard to let them go. We 
work as a team and they are a gift from God to us and 
to the work here in Tanzania. It is really tough to be 
without them. But we trust that God is in control and that 
we will have them back here before long.

They are doing well in Denmark. Per was able to get 
a job that he likes. He is a workman in a construc-
tion company. Mirjam helps us with office work from 
Denmark. Thanks to the internet this is possible and 
contact is easy.

Their daughters are happy to have their mother and fa-
ther close by at this time. Rebekka is soon finishing her 
2nd year at the nursing school. Sarah is doing a three 



months Bible school in Kolding and loves it. After the 
summer holidays she will begin college in Herning.

Our 30 years anniversary for being here in Tanzania is 
getting closer. On 6th August 2017 it will be 30 years 
ago since we left Denmark. 

With these lines we want to thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts for your prayers and support. Your faith-
fulness during all the years is a great inspiration to us 
and enables us to continue working among the children 
here.

Much love  
from your prolonged arms in Tanzania 
Torkild and Tabitha
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Bladet videresendes ikke, men tilbagesendes 
med oplysning om adresseændring

Regler for skattekvitteringer 
SKAT kræver, at vi som beløbsmodtager skal indberette 
CPR-nr. på alle indbetalte beløb for den enkelte giver.

Dermed vil beløbet automatisk fremgå af det kommen-
de års selvangivelse. For at opnå fradrag skal missions-
kassereren derfor have dit CPR-nr. og navn.

Har du brug for mere information om dette, kan du  
kontakte ham på email:  
ymission@betania.dk, pr. tlf. 51913058 eller pr. brev til 
Betania Kirkecenter, att. Willy Højgård,  
Blåhøj Stationsvej 27, Blåhøj, 7330 Brande

I 2017 kan man få fradrag i henhold til skattelovens § 8a 
på op til kr. 15.600,00, hvis man har givet kr. 15.600,00.


