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Beloved friends!
First of all we would like to inform you about 
our dear “Grandma” and her grandchildren. 
This little family has experienced an incredib-
le lift in their everyday life.

The two lovely girls have moved into “The Love Home” 
and now live with John and Rosabella. The girls 
love living here and do not miss their grandmother. 
Besides, they have started school, which is a source 
of great joy to them every day.

When we first met this grandmother she was very sad 
and worried, but now she is so happy and grateful for 
the help she received. The children are in school, and 
she receives a little financial help to manage better.

Single father of four children
We have seen a tragedy close-up as our 
neighbour lost his wife, loved so dearly by the 
children. 

The mother died very suddenly, and it was a great 
loss to the family as she was the one taking care of 
the home and the children. She leaves husband, and 
four children - two older and two small children.

This family lives in a hut and has always been very 
poor. The father is drinking constantly and when the 
mother died, the children moved to live with their 
grandmother. She is making a living through home 
brewing and she runs a local bar. 

This means that the children were surrounded by 
drunk people from morning till late night. They were 
having a miserable life and were marked by the diffi-
cult surroundings and lack of safety.

For quite some time we discussed what we could do 
for the two youngest children, two small boys. 

However, at the time we were not able to help, so we 
asked our new missionaries, Stig and Sara, if they 
could pay tuition for the two boys. To our delight, they 
immediately replied that they would love to.

These boys have now moved in with a foster family 
close to our school and have started school. Already 
they are doing fantastic. It is such a joy to us to be 
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able to help neglected little people to a much better 
life. 

The other day, when we went by the school, the boys 
came running up to us, beaming like little stars. How 
exciting to watch this quick change.

Small help – great effect
Recently, Torkild’s cousin Inga and her hus-
band Erling came to see us. After the visit 
Inga wrote this: 

”As Torkild’s cousin I had the great experience four 
years ago to visit them in Tanzania for the fi rst time 
and to see the great work they are doing among 
children. We had been supporting a heart child na-
med Dorkas. We would like to see her during this 
visit, also. 

A very downhearted little family received us. Their 
home was two small rooms, which they had diffi culty 
paying for, since they were both out of work at the 
time. 

Very recently, in November, we went back to 
Tanzania and were able to see the small family 
again – and what a difference.

Torkild and Tabitha had helped the mother get on a 
sowing course and had given her two sowing machi-
nes. Now she was making and selling cushions and 
table cloths. Also she was teaching a lady to sow. 
Through the help of Torkild and Tabitha the father 
had gotten a job as a school janitor. 

What a change compared to when we saw them 
four years ago. We could just barely recognize them 
because they were smiling and doing really well. 
Quite evidently they now had a positive view on life.

This is just one example out of many, where Torkild 
and Tabitha are making a great difference through 
their missions work in Tanzania. Visiting with this fa-
mily was one of the highlights of our holiday.”

Love from Inga and Erling

3Mission among children and youth in Tanzania   December 2013



Crusade at Ilongero  
near Singida
It was a downhearted Torkild who took off to 
the childrens’ crusade at Ilongero. 

Because just prior to setting out, he received a call 
from the pastor saying that they were not allowed to 
show the film since the local police were expecting a 
bomb assassination. This was an argument we had 
never heard before during all the years that we have 
been doing children’s crusades.

We felt it was an attack from the enemy, who wants 
to destroy and hinder the gospel in reaching the 
children.

Torkild started calling different people to see if he 
could find a way, but with no result. We began praying 
and asked others to pray with us that we be able to 
show the film. 

When Torkild and the team set out, they said, “We 
will go for the sake of the children. And we will do the 
crusade without showing the film, even though it is a 
long trip.” 

But God worked a miracle for us that we will never 

forget. On the very day when we started the crusade, 
the pastor came up to us and said that the authori-
ties had given their permission to show the film.

One night during the film, the chairman of the village 
(he is a Muslim) came up to the pastor and said, “It is 
an incredible job that is being done for the children. 
We have never seen anything like it! To God nothing is 
impossible.

During the week, a number of adults wanted to recei-
ve Jesus as Saviour. How wonderful that what looked 
like a failure turned out to be a success.

During the campaign, pastor Bent Ole from our 
church in Denmark, came to see us. He and Stig joi-
ned us at this trip and they taught a seminar for pa-
stors and evangelists every morning.
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Church consecrations
During the autumn there have been no less 
than 13 church consecrations. Our German 
friends, Friedhelm and Rosy are an incredible 
help. 

Oftentimes, when Torkild is away on children’s crusa-
des in remote villages, he spots half fi nished chur-
ches. He takes a picture and collects the necessary 
information, which he passes on to Friedhelm. In 
most cases a positive reply from Friedhelm gets back 
to him saying that he would like to fi nish the church.

Imagine that God has given us a couple like this to 
help fi nance the completion of church buildings that 
have come to a standstill due to lack of funds.

Friedhelm helped us build churches since 1992. To 
this day 262 churches have been completed. 

The Mswakini clinic at the 
Maasai’s
It is a great joy to be able to announce that 
the clinic is now fi nished and ready to be 
used. 

Mirjam had a long struggle as she wanted the clinic 
to be fi nished by Christmas this year, but she did not 
have enough funds to complete it.

For several years, Mswakini has been assisted 
by a mobile medical clinic that has come twice 
a month. The project was led by a Korean doctor who 
was married to an engineer from Texas. They both 
worked as missionaries until a couple of years ago, 
when they stopped due to age and moved back to 
Texas. 

One day they suddenly came to visit us and asked 
Mirjam if she would take them to Mswakini as they 
wanted to see the area and the clinic again.

They were excited when they saw how far construc-
tion had come and they decided to pay for the com-
pletion. Imagine the face of Mirjam as she realized 
that the clinic would be fi nished by Christmas! God is 
amazing.

We immediately sent our craftsmen out to fi nish the 
building and as per 15 November it was ready to be 
used.

This clinic will be a great blessing – especially to the 
Maasai women. There was an unusually high child 
mortality rate among them since most women give 
birth at home within any professional assistance. 
In several cases both mother and child died during 
birth. Now the high mortality rate will be eliminated. 

Among the Maasai women Mirjam is called their little 
”Queen”, because she stands up for their interests 
and help them get a more safe and secure life.
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Micro loans
In 2009 our good friend Michael Schlawitz (a 
Danish IT man) started a micro loan project 
with the assistance of our office.

This has evolved really well. A lady by the name of 
Haika, and her friend Ruth are responsible for these 
loans. It is great to see how competent these African 
ladies handle their projects. Almost all are paying 
back their loans. 

The goal is that when all the money has been paid 
back from the different projects they will be released 
to new loans and new projects.

During the four years that have passed, more than 
180 persons have received help. Most of these are 
women as they are the most faithful and the most 
persistent. They may loan an amount of between 
DKK 1000 and 2000 free of interest dependent on 
what project they wish to launch.

Several have received help to start a dressmaker’s 
workroom including purchase of textiles. This has 
been a success to most.

Others start up small canteens at large workplaces 

and sell their food to the employees. Some has be-
gun a chicken farm or egg production and make a 
good living out of that.

We just had the visit of a group of Michael’s friends 
who came to inspect some of the micro loan projects. 
They met a group of albinos in Arusha.

Albinos are a group of very vulnerable people in 
Tanzania as they are very sought after by witch doc-
tors. It is said that certain limbs from albinos are sold 
to those that believe in witchcraft because they carry 
a remarkable supernatural power.

Albinos are in great danger of being kidnapped and 
killed. Besides having to live with this constant fear 
they are also visually impaired from birth.
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Due to the vulnerable situation of the albinos it was 
not an easy task to our Haika to convince them that 
there were actually people who wanted to help them. 
It took about a year before Haika got get their confi -
dence as they believed it was a trap to later on kid-
nap them.

An overwhelming gratitude from the two albino re-
presentatives was evident to the Danish delegation. 
This was the fi rst time that representatives met the 
people behind the micro loan project. 

They explained how micro loans had prospered them 
and thereby given them a better status in society. 
They were no longer looked down upon and conside-
red second-rate people.

Among others, the micro loan had been used to open 
a small grocery store, and a group of albinos helped 
each other pay back the loan. 

We were informed that the loan had been paid back 
long before it was due and now they wanted a new 
loan for a taxi motorbike as well as for hiring a driver.

Tumaini is the name of our 
new school 
After the summer holiday we will start a com-
puter class with 20 almost new computers 
from a community in Copenhagen.

We are so grateful for the contact we have to this 
community. We just gave away computers to two 
other private schools with the purpose that students 
of a younger age may be taught also. The students 
start computer class in 3rd grade. 

We have had a parents’ day recently and I can assure 
you that they were excited when they saw the nice 
computer class. They were so proud, they said, that 
their children go to a school with an IT class.

We want to extend a very big Thank You to those of 
you who have supported the construction. As of now 
it seems that the last three classrooms will be ready 
before Christmas which will enable us to receive new 
students from January 2014.
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In January we will start building a toilet to the tea-
chers and employees. This is a requirement from the 
authorities. 

Also we will have a playground with play equipment 
for the young students – such as swings and seesaws 
– and a couple of soccer goals for the older students. 

Christmas is just round the corner and we want to 
wish all our readers a very happy Christmas and a 
God blessed New Year.

Also, we wish to tell you all a very big Thank You for 
standing with us in the ministry yet another year. May 
the Lord bless you and reward you.

Your support means more to us than we can express 
in words. Working together with you keeps renewing 
our faith and trust that helping people in need is not 
in vain.

This year we have the great joy to see our daughter 
Dorrit here. Together we will celebrate Christmas at 
the house of Per, Mirjam, Rebekka, and Sarah. We 
look forward to that. 

 
Love from your missionaries, 
Torkild and Tabitha

Merry Christmas
and happy New Year

Betania Kirkecenters Ydre Mission
Blåhøj Stationsvej 27
7330 Brande
Danmark

Bladet videresendes ikke, men tilbagesendes 
med oplysning om adresseændring

Regler for skattekvitteringer 
SKAT kræver, at vi som beløbsmodtager skal ind-
berette CPR-nr. på alle indbetalte beløb for den 
enkelte giver.

Dermed vil beløbet automatisk fremgå af det  
kommende års selvangivelse. For at opnå fradrag 
skal missionskassereren derfor have dit CPR-nr. 
og navn.

Har du brug for mere information om dette, kan  
du kontakte ham på email:  
ymission@stofanet.dk, pr. tlf. 75353058 eller  
pr. brev til Willy Højgård, Søndermarksvej 307, 
7190 Billund. 

I 2013 kan man få fradrag i henhold til skattelovens 
§ 8a på op til kr. 14.500,00, hvis man har givet kr. 
14.500,00.


